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! ) /oceedin‘.{s of the Meeting held on 17-04-2018 Chaired by the Principal Secretary for r[/@

P

@ action and steps to be taken to implement the recommendations of the study on POCSQ
J _

- Act—2012 - Enforcement in Karnataka.

s

%

Members present: List enclosed.

- Atthe outset Principal Secretary welcomed all participants for the meeting.

Key Discussion Points, Decision Taken and Folldw—\vun Action proposed:

A. Primarily Based on the Supreme Court Direction:

‘1. Setting up of infrastructure requirements for Special Courts:

i The state had already moved forward with budget allocation for 2017-18 _
which enabled setting up of Child friendly Courts in 2 districts and the
allocation in 2018-19 would ensure 10 courts to be covered. :

ii. A key consideration for Special Courts is the need to have separate space
for the two categories of children and their families accessing the services
— a) the infants and younger children b) adolescents. Principal Seprctary

- proposed that changes have to be made in the existing Special Courts if
feasible, including Bangalore, to provide space and build in this feature in
the upcoming design for other districts.

ili. Itis proposed that a Comprehensive Action Plan will be developed for
the 33 Courts by ICPS in coordination with PWD, PDJ and DCPOs of the .
districts to assess the infrastructural gaps .and requirements of child
friendly courts. The Action Plan will delineate the immediate, short term
and.long term measures to be put in place and will include the following:

~-* Take into considerations the two categories of children accessing
the Courts - toddlers/young children and adolescents
* Haveaccessibility features for people with disability
* Video conferencing facility
* Space for the SPP to interact with family and child

* _Address the-space requirement at JJB for child victims when' the
\ - offender is a children in conflict with law,

2. HR issues:

_ 1. Protocol to be developed for the person staffing the Special Court.
’ Maintenance and access for families, privacy and such issues to be
considered. )

ii. Assess if requirements and processes are in place and sufficient, and .list
further requirements. ' :

3. Media Protocols: Citing the recent cases of insensitivity of certain sections of the

media (including social media) the Principal Secretary insisted on the need for
stringent measures to safeguard privacy and uphold dignity of child and family.

i. Presently NCPCR and UNICEF Guidelines for media on POCSO and
other child related issues exist. :
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ii. To organize a sensitization workshop for the media and share the
guidelines/protocols . )
iii. Appoint a nodal officer at the department (ICPS) for facilitating filing of
cases under the IPC, JJA and POCSO for media violation. (Project
Director, ICPS should be responsible for lodging such complaints).

4. Appointment of SPP: It is proposed that a letter be sent to the Law Department
for looking into appointment, training and review of the SPPs as SPPs were not
exclusively handling POCSO matters as is required under Section 32 of POCSO

- Act. ; |
© It was proposed to send a letter to the Home Department for looking into the
appointment, training and review of the SPPs.

5. The issue of legal representation was also discussed and it has been proposed that
an assessment be made of the gaps/lacuna and communication to KSLSA seeking
suggestions on ways to address the same.

- The Principal Secretary also proposed that the Victim and Witness Protection
program on the lines of what is implemented in Delhi be taken as a model and
coordination with law enforcement for implementation of the same.

[=2Y

N

Review of pendency of POCSO cases:

i Presently there is data from SCRB, KSCPCR ‘and ICPS (based on DCPU
and CWC data). The Gender and Child Friendly Police Cell also have data
. from 2014 to present and the analysis will be provided to DWCD. This
will be disaggregate data based on age, sex, region, profile of perpetrator
ete. .- .
«. i ICPS to collate all data including from ICJS, for review with Police.

e

8. Cyber Safety:

ICPS to set up a team to work on the digital/cyber safety communication
for parents, children, school. .

B. Recommendations of the Study on POCSO Implementation in Karnataka:

. Kannada Translation of the Study Report: To make available at the earliest the
translation of the POCSO Study report, in Kannada., -

2. Non-availability of FIR to family/complainants: .
L Letter from Principal Secretary to Home' Department requesting for - -
mandatory FIR hard copy being made available to {amily/complainant on
all POCSO cases, ‘
il It is proposed that letter be sent to Home Department stating the need to
protect identity/privacy of child and family while uploading FIR for public
view in the POCSO cases, by masking of details of child victim.

Scanned with CamScanner



K

=

3. Guidelines on POCSO:

i. The draft Centra| guidelines to be reviewed and finalized for Karnataka, as
this is a statutory requirement, within a month. A '

4. Review of POCSO cases by Police at district level for Strengthening
enforcement and conviction: =~
i. Principal Secretary proposed that a letter will be sent to all SPs with copy
marked to DG (Training), City Commissionérs and Sr. CWO of SIPU for
compulsory.monthly/periodic.review of pending cases of POCSO for
speedy action ehmCalinve. -

i, Unicef reptesemm to provide a writé up on the deputation of PCs to
- districts to exclusively work on the CP issues as was done in Koppal and

Raichur as part of UNICEF intervention, stating the impact.

5. Guidelines for MTP in the cases of child and minor victims under POCSO
Act: , :

i. Principal Secretary proposed that communication be sent to the
Department of Health and Family Welfare to facilitate guidelines' for
Medical Practitioners as per the provision of the MTP Act and in the
cantext of POCSO. - : '

ii. The draft guidelines prepared for procedures to be followed by CWC,
DCPOs, Police, etc., to be reviewed and ﬂ_nalized by WCD. '

6. ‘S-'t‘::indardized approach to 164 statement by the Magistrate:

i. Special needs of a child victim are sometimes not taken into account when
a 164 statement is recorded. Very young children need preparation and
- may have to be asked questions to obtain responses. This is seen as

contrary to the guidelines for recording a 164 statement. ' '
* ii. Enfold/ NLSIU to provide a concept note on the best practices in other

countries and how this can be addressed in Karnataka '

e ifi. Examples also to be drawn from the sensitive statements by Magistrates

from Karnataka ' e :

iv. Organize sensitization through KSLSA and KJA.

7. Posters to be completed on
i.. Rights of victims
ii. Duties-of Police :
iii. Victim Compensation & Rclief‘(including Abhaya Nidhi)

d
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iv. Duties OfMCdICBI Officers N
v. Role of SPP- These may be exhibited in Gelau Mahila Vishesha Chikitsa
Centers at District and Talukas.

The Meeling concluded with thanks to all.

Sd/-
"(Uma Mahadevan)

Principal Secretary to Government,
Department of Women and Child Development
" and Empowerment of Differently Abled and

: Senior Citizens.

No.. WCD 70 SBB 2018 . (Sandhya L. Nayak)
Under Secretary to Government-1,
Department of Women and Child Development
and Empowerment of Differently Abled and
Senior Citizens.

1) Additional Secrétary to Government, Home Department, Bangalore.
2) Principal Secretary to Government, Law Department, Bangalore. -
3) Principal Secretary to Governn:ent, Labour Department, Bangalore.
4) Member Secretary, Kamataka State Integrated Child Protection Society, Bangalore.
5) Secretary, Legal Service Authority, Bangalore.
6) “Secretary, Karnataka State Child Rights Protection Commission, Bangalore.
7) Project Director, ICPS, Bangalore. :
' 8) Prograrnme Manager, ICPS, Bangalore.
9) Smt. Suchithra Rao, Consultant, UNICEF, Bangalore
10) Smt. Arlin, CCL, Bangalore. '
1) Smt. C,w‘ig,atha Raha; CCL-NLSIU, Bangalore.
12) Smt. Khushi, ENFOLD Proactive Trust, Bangalore.
I3) Dr. Shekar Sheshadri, NIMHANS, Bangalore.
14) District Child Protection- Officer, District Child Protectlon Unit, Bangalore Gadag and -
Tumbkur District. (S| No. 7 to 14 through Karnataka State Integrated Child Protection
. “ Society)

__Qy__Co to: ! . ‘ ~-:-:-::'; .
) Sccrctary, Nat:onal Commlsslon for Protection of Child. nghts 5" Floor Chanderlok
- . 'Building, 36, Janpath, New Delhi-110 001. X :
2) PS to Chief Secretary, Government of Kamnataka, Vidhanasoudha, Ban alore (CS ,
222/2018, Dated: 23.02.2018) & L P
3) PSto Principal Sccretary, Department of Women and Child Developrﬁgm dnd . \ .
Empowerment of Differently Abled and Senior Citizens. ' _
4) PSsePeputy Secretary, Department of Women and Child Development ‘and 1. ol

‘h!hde'dmgc;;J‘g Differently Abled and Senior Citizens.
\")l‘x R
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